
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-098
REVISED CEASE AND DESIST ORDER

CHEVRON U.S.A., INC.,
RICHMOND REFINERY
POLLARD POND AND HYDROLYZING PITS
RICHMOND, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (herein after called the Board) finds that:

1. Chevron U.S.A. Inc., hereinafter called the Discharger, owns
and operates the Richmond Ref inery in Contra Costa County.
This petroleum refinery, built at the turn of the century, is
one of the largest and most complex refineries in the western
united States. Over 300 different products have been produced
here including gasoline, jet fuel, fuel oils, diesel, lube
oil, waxes, asphalt, liquefied petroleum gas, chemicals,
thinners, solvents, and catalysts. Wastes generated by the
manufacture of these products have been deposited within
various areas of the refinery at different times in the past.

2. Pollard Pond is a 3 acre Class I surface impoundment located
on the northeastern corner of San Pablo Ridge, in the
northwestern portion of the refinery (see Attachments 1 and
2). Formerly used as a waste disposal facility, the pond
received about 30,000 cubic yards of sulfuric acid sludges
from the acid treatment of lUbricating oils and light oils ­
between 1949 and 1954. The pond was not used again until 1967,
at which time it received approximately 29,000 cubic yards of
dredge spoils from the Refinery Yacht Harbor. Since the
deposition of the dredge spoils, a density inversion has
apparently occurred in which the less dense underlying sludge
has migrated through the denser overlying dredge spoils to the
pond surface.

a. The sludge contained within the impoundment has a
coal-like consistency with a very low pH (less than 2)
and contains volatile, semi-volatile, acid and
base-neutral extractable organic compounds, and
non-hazardous levels of metals. The sludge has been
classified as a hazardous waste due to its very low pH.

b. The pond surface sludge layer - portions containing
pockets of mud - has an average thickness of 10 feet. The
sludge consists of a hardened tarry surficial layer and
a softer tarry sludge below the surface layer. The pond
contains a sludge layer generally underlain by dredged
bay mud, though there are mixtures of mud and sludge.
The dredged Bay Mud is generally very soft and saturated.


























